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Treatment Options
Treatment options for people with cancer of the pancreas are surgery, chemotherapy, targeted
therapy, immunotherapy, and radiation therapy. You may receive one or a combination of these types
of treatment. The treatment that’s right for you depends mainly on the location of the tumor in your
pancreas, whether the disease has spread and your age and general health.

At this time, cancer of the pancreas can be cured only when it’s found at an early stage (before it has
spread) and only if surgery can completely remove the tumor. For people who can’t have surgery,

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION  PANCREATIC CANCER  RESEARCH  PATIENTS & CAREGIVERS  

HOW YOU CAN HELP  SEARCH !

Keeping Patients Safe & Never Giving Up on a Cure WATCH WEBINAR SERIES

https://pancreatic.org/
https://secure3.convio.net/hfpcr/site/Donation2?1400.donation=form1&df_id=1400&mfc_pref=T
https://pancreatic.org/
https://pancreatic.org/pancreatic-cancer/
https://pancreatic.org/about-the-foundation/
https://pancreatic.org/pancreatic-cancer/
https://pancreatic.org/research/
https://pancreatic.org/patients-caregivers/
https://pancreatic.org/how-you-can-help/
https://pancreatic.org/pancreatic-cancer/treatment-options/%23
https://pancreatic.org/category/patient-family-webinar/


4/14/21, 9:49 PMTreatment Options - Hirshberg Foundation for Pancreatic Cancer Research

Page 2 of 7https://pancreatic.org/pancreatic-cancer/treatment-options/

Surgery may be an option for people with an
early stage of pancreatic cancer. The surgeon
usually removes only the part of the pancreas
that has cancer.

SURGERY

SURGERY

Chemotherapy uses drugs to kill cancer cells.
Most people with pancreatic cancer get
chemotherapy. For early pancreatic cancer,
chemotherapy is usually given as adjuvant
chemotherapy after surgery…

CHEMOTHERAPY

CHEMOTHERAPY

other treatments may be able to help them live longer and feel better. You should have a team of
specialists to help plan your treatment. Your doctor may refer you to a specialist, or you may ask for a
referral. Specialists who treat cancer of the pancreas include surgeons, medical oncologists, radiation
oncologists, and gastroenterologists. Your health care team may also include an oncology nurse, a
palliative care team, or another pain control specialist, as well as a registered dietitian.

Your health care team can describe your treatment choices, the expected results of each, and the
possible side effects. Together you and your health care team can develop a treatment plan that meets
your needs.
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People with cancer of the pancreas who can’t
have surgery may receive a type of drug called
targeted therapy.

TARGETED THERAPY

TARGETED THERAPY

Radiation therapy uses high-energy X-rays to kill
cancer cells. It can be given along with other
treatments, including chemotherapy.

RADIATION THERAPY

RADIATION THERAPY

According to the Medical Subject Headings
(MeSH) Section staff of the National Library of
Medicine alternative medicine, classified under
the term complementary therapies…

ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT

ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT
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According to the Medical Subject Headings
(MeSH) Section staff of the National Library of
Medicine alternative medicine, classified under
the term complementary therapies…

CLINICAL TRIALS

CLINICAL TRIALS
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We bring new meaning to the words
Never Give Up.
Our Stories »

SUBSCRIBE
Our Free E-Newsletter

Sign up to receive information on
breaking news, patient programs and
upcoming events.

email address

SUBMIT

You can custom tailor your subscriptions and
unsubscribe at any time.

MISSION:
To be recognized as a patient support reference source for

pancreatic cancer patients and their families.
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